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Torah Wellsprings - Vayigash

Everything is for the Good

When Yaakov Avinu and Yosef
HaTzaddik met for the first time, after being
separated for twenty-two years, the Torah
tells us (46:29) T PINIY 5P 720 PINGE OY 5N VIR NN,
"[Yosef] appeared before him, fell on his
neck, and he wept on his neck excessively."

Rashi writes, "[Yosef] cried... but Yaakov

him. Chazal tell us that he was saying the
Shema."

The question is that if it was time to say
Shema, why wasn't Yosef saying Shema, as
well? And if it wasn't time to say Shema,
why was Yaakov saying Shema?

There are several answers written in the
sefarim.! It is important to note that whenever

didn't fall on Yosef's neck, and he didn't kiss we talk about the lives and the challenges of

1. The Steipler zt'l (Birchas Peretz, Vayigash) answers that Yosef was performing kibud av ve'em, the mitzvah of
honoring his father, and when one is occupied with a mitzvah, he is exempt from performing other mitzvos.
Therefore, Yosef was exempt from reciting Shema.

The Targum Yonason (ibid.) writes about when Yaakov encountered Yosef: 7> 7o " nymmnwsT o7, "Before
Yaakov recognized [that it was Yosef], he bowed down to him. yup "uw nms 2»mnx), and Yosef lost years of
his due of that." Probably, Yosef didn't have the opportunity to notify his father, to tell him that he was
Yosef, and not the king of Mitzrayim, like Yaakov thought.

Nevertheless, this was considered a pgam, an imperfection, in Yosef's kibud av ve'em. And therefore, Yosef
lost ten years of his life. He would have lived until 120, but he was niftar at 110, due to this episode.

According to the Targum Yonason, we can explain that Yosef was crying over his loss of life.

Rabbeinu b'Chaya says that we see that those who excel in kibud av ve'em enjoy success in life: either long
life, tranquility, wealth, or some other form of success. Honoring parents brings success to a person's
pursuits in this world.

A young child asked the Chazon Ish, "How does one become a Chazon Ish?"

The Chazon Ish replied, "If you honor your parents as I did, you too will become a Chazon Ish." Because
kibud av ve'em grants success to each person in different ways. If your goal is Torah, honoring parents will
grant you success in Torah. If your goal is wealth, it can grant you success there. Some people merit good
shidduchim because of kibud av ve'em.

In1948/ r"wn, a bachur came to Eretz Yisrael. Two years after him, his parents arrived in Eretz Yisrael. As
newcomers, his parents needed help finding an apartment and a suitable parnassah. Their son knew the
language, understood how things worked in Eretz Yisrael, and he was able to help his parents. The bachur
asked his rebbe, Reb Eizik Sher zt'l, whether he should leave yeshiva for some time to help his parents
settle in, or whether he should continue learning in yeshiva, and his parents would somehow manage in
another way.

Reb Eizik Sher replied that he couldn’t answer the question because the Shulchan Aruch HaRav rules that
when someone has the potential to succeed immensely in Torah, he shouldn't stop studying, not even to
perform mitzvos that no one else can do. And this bachur had the potential to become a gadol in Torah.

Reb Eizik advised the bachur to ask the Chazon Ish zt'l.
The Chazon Ish ruled, "It is natural that a child should do this for his parents" (v p.184).

Reb Yaakov Halprin zt'l once encountered a great talmid chacham in Eretz Yisrael in low spirits and asked
him what was bothering him. The talmid chacham replied that his parents had just arrived from Lodz, and
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the avos hakedoshim, we know that their
madreigos were very exalted and beyond
our perception. Nevertheless, we are
permitted, and even obligated, to study their
lives, how they appear to us, to learn lessons
that can be applied to us.

Rebbe Shlomo of Bobov zt'l (Noam Shlomo,
p.248) answers that Yaakov wasn't performing
the mitzvah of Shema at this time. He said
the first pasuk of Shema, to teach himself and
his family a lesson about life. For twenty-
two years, Yaakov was crying and mourning
over his dear son, Yosef. And now that he
sees his son, alive and well, he recognized
that he was wrong for crying and mourning
the past twenty-two years. He now knows
that everything that occurred was for his
favor, so that Yosef could feed the family
during the famine. As it states @5:7) mown
DR7 IYOIN YD OONY D7 Ow ot oRbN,
"Hashem has sent me ahead of you to ensure
your survival in the land and to sustain
you..."

Therefore, Yaakov Avinu said 71 58 yiw
TN 7PN, His intention was 58w yow, "Bnei
Yisrael, pay attention to what I tell you. 1
represents the times that Hashem appears to

be our compassionate father. wpbx is when
Hashem appears to be acting strictly with
us, with harsh judgment. But we should
know that 7rx 75N 7, that Hashem is one.
Even when Hashem acts with us harshly, it
is the same, compassionate Hashem.

Yosef also endured many tzaros in his
life, and he discovered that everything was
for the good. He was sold as a slave, he
suffered a difficult test in Potiphar’s home,
and then he was in prison for twelve years.
About him, we can say the pasuk (Tehillim 42:8)
™Iy oy 7o Pawn 5, "All your breaks and
waves have swept over me," since he suffered
so much in his lifetime. But in the end, it
became clear that it was for his good, and
for the good of his family. Yaakov Avinu
would have been brought down to Mitzrayim
in iron ropes, but since Yosef lived in
Mitzrayim, and he was second to the king,
Yaakov came to Mitzrayim with immense
honor, befitting kings.

It states (Tehillim 126:1) D§ 77 3 MOPBT P
Dnom3 W s N, ... When Hashem will
return the captivity of Zion, we will be like
dreamers." The Beis Avraham zt'l explains
the pasuk to mean that when Moshiach will

he must support them. "Until now, I barely earned enough money to support my own family. How will I
manage to support my parents, too?"

The wealthy Reb Yaakov Halprin replied, "I will support your parents, on condition that I get the reward
of the mitzvah."

The talmid chacham didn't know how to respond. He didn't want to lose the reward for the mitzvah. "I need
to think it over," he replied.

He presented his dilemma to the Chazon Ish zt'l. The Chazon Ish responded, "What's the question? Of
course, you should accept Reb Yaakov's offer! And if you lose the reward for the mitzvah, so be it. Know
that one must be prepared to jump into Gehinnom to honor his parents."

Then the Chazon Ish added, "Hakadosh Baruch Hu has enough reward for both you and Reb Yaakov..."
(2xowyn p.181).

Once, a bachur in Brisk received a letter from his father requesting that he come home. The student asked
Reb Chaim Brisker what to do because his father didn't send money for the trip. Reb Chaim replied, "You
aren't obligated to pay for the trip home (because, often, one isn't obligated to spend his own money to perform kibud
av ve'em), but walking doesn't cost money. You can walk home."

Reb Shlomo Kluger zt'l wrote in a letter to his son, Reb Avraham Shmuel Binyamin z'l, "My dear son, why
isn't yiras shamayim upon you? When you write me a letter (with chidushei Torah), send greetings to your
mother, and thereby perform the mitzvah of kibud em. From now on, send a greeting to your mother..."
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come and Hashem will return us to We wonder why he mentions death at
Yerushalayim, oo 9, we will be like this very joyous time.

Yosef HaTzaddik, the nmmb5mi 5v3, the person
who had dreams. Yosef discovered that
everything was for his good, and that is how
it will be for us when Hashem takes us out
of galus. Then we will discover that
everything was for the good. As the next
pasuk states (Tehillim 126:2) ¥ 9 Ay N2 18
739, "Then our mouths will be filled with
laughter, and our tongue with glad song."

Rebbe Shlomo Kluger zt'l (Chochmas HaTorah,
Vayechi, 5583) explains that Yaakov was destined
to die at this time. His lifespan was supposed
to be until age 130, which was how old he
was at this time. This is the reason he said
oyor omy, "Now [ will die", because it was
indeed destined for him to die then.
However, days and years were added to
Yaakov Avinu's life, and he was able to live
another 17 years, until 147 years old. This is
because in Mitzrayim, Yaakov suffered
humiliation, since it was humiliating for him
to be supported by his son, Yosef. When he
lived in Eretz Canaan, he had a lot of honor.
Even when there was hunger, there was
4 food in his home (see Rashi 42:1 on wn mb). In
good. fact, the idea that Yaakov had to leave Eretz
Canaan and go down to Mitzrayim was
humiliating for him. Nevertheless, Yaakov
accepted Hashem's decree with love and
without complaints. In this merit, he was
granted another seventeen years of life.?

It is likened to when someone dreams a
frightening dream. He laughs when he
wakes up because he realizes that it wasn't
real. Similarly, when the redemption comes,
we will look back at the tzaros of galus and
laugh, recognizing that it was all for the

Benefits of Yesurim

When Yaakov met with Yosef, Yaakov
said (46:30) T 7T °D TIO N TN IO DYDT AONON,
"Now I will die, after my having seen your Therefore, it states at the beginning of
face, because you are still alive." parashas Vayechi (47:28) ¥/ 0331 yIN3 3P T

2. I received a letter from a chashuve Yid from chutz l'aretz who fell into trouble with the IRS, due to taxes,
and he was imprisoned, r'l. The family hired the best lawyer they could find, and they made many other
hishtadlus, to get him out of jail. Major askanim were also involved, but all their attempts failed. His bank
account was frozen, and his family had to borrow money just for the basics, to feed the children bread and
water, etc.

One day, this man recognized that his hishtadlus wasn't helping him. He understood that his only hope
was to rely on Hashem. He said, "Father in heaven, no one can help me but You. 1125 7 pX. Save me, and
get me out of prison, and out of my difficult predicament."

Wondrously, a day or two afterwards, he was freed. The entire case against him was dropped. No claim
was held against him. It was revealed that indeed, 1> pox 1725 7y X, Hashem leads the world alone, and
He does as He desires.

At the beginning of the parashah (44:18), it states *J7x 3.

Reb Yeshayah First zt'l (Chazon Yeshayah, rav of the Shiff-Shul in Vienna) explains these words with the words of
the Chovas Hal.evavos (Shaar HaBitachon): "When one trusts in Hashem, there is no room in his heart to fear
anything else, other than fear of Hashem." Yehudah told Yosef »j% 3, I have one ni8, master, and that
master is *3, within me, because Hakadosh Baruch Hu resides in a Yid, as it states (Shemos 25:8) £33 *noen,
which means that Hashem dwells within every Yid. "Therefore, I do not fear you at all."

3. Rabbeinu Yehudah HaChasid (Sefer Chasidim 501) writes that a son or a daughter can redeem their father.
This is because at times, children are niftar when they are young. Everyone is sad, and no one knows that
it was decreed that the father or the mother should die, and the parents' sadness saves them from death.
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My 1wy, "This means that since he was now
living in Mitzrayim, he could live another
seventeen years!

Let us learn two lessons from the above:
(1) Know the benefit that comes from yesurim.
One can never know how much good he
receives, due to the tzaros he endures. The
tzaros might be giving him life itself. (2) Also,
let us recognize the immense reward that
comes to those who accept Hashem's
hashgachah, without complaints.

Reb Shlomo Kluger added that this is
what Chazal (Chagigah 52) mean when they say
that a talmid chacham, %»3 2y1»7, who
forgives others, is granted a longer life. This
doesn't only refer to the times he forgives
the people who harm him. It is also when he
accepts Hashem's decree, and he doesn't
complain. (In a way, he is forgiving Hashem.) He, too,
will be granted more years to his life.

The Chofetz Chaim (Shem Olam, ch.3, footnote)
quotes the Vilna Gaon zt'l: "If it weren't for
the yesurim, we would have no place in
Olam HaBa." The Chofetz Chaim explains
that after one's passing, when a person
stands before the beis din in heaven, and the
scale of his deeds tilts to the side of guilt, a
bas kol will announce, "Where are the
yesurim that he had in this world?"
Immediately, all the yesurim of his lifetime
will rush to the right side of the scale. The
scale becomes heavier on that side, and he
will be sent to Gan Eden. This is because
yesurim atone for many of his aveiros, and
now he is a tzaddik. The person then praises
Hashem for all the yesurim he went through.

As Chazal (sifri HaAzinu) state, "Whenever I
bring yesurim to them in this world, let them
remember how much kindness I am giving
them in the next world."

4. In the Vilna Gaon's words, 05w 2 w9 w uxsd 8 pao xonbxw, "If it weren't for yesurim, we wouldn’t
find our hands and feet in this world [of Olam HaBa]." But with yesurim, our aveiros are erased, and we
can merit Olam HaBa.

In Radin, a simple person was niftar, and people didn't think that it was important to notify the Chofetz
Chaim. When the Chofetz Chaim heard about this person's petirah, he complained, "Why didn't you tell
me? I would have wanted to go to his levayah." People asked him, "What is so special about this person
that you would want to be at his levayah?"

The Chofetz Chaim replied, "Behold it states (Mishlei 17:3) 7137 173, 'Hashem tests hearts.' We cannot measure
who is a tzaddik and who isn’t. Only Hashem knows. However, Chazal (Brachos 5a) say, > vrmy ppamn pane
07§, that yesurim cleanse a person from his aveiros. The niftar was a baal yesurim, so he was certainly
cleansed from his aveiros. He went to the next world clean from aveiros. It would be a zechus for me to
partake in the levayah of such a tzaddik."

5. The Apter Rav zt'l (this week's parashah, 3" piopa 5™y 1) writes that before Yaakov went down to Mitzrayim,
he said mx>aymexra Do Mo 591 Mo My psy v 535 s, "I am prepared to accept upon myself the yoke
of galus, and the yoke of heaven, with fear of heaven." When he said this, Hashem said to him (46:3)5
DY IR 173005 00 msn A7 8P o8 pan pby 9w, "I am Hashem, the G-d of your father. Have no fear of
descending to Mitzrayim, for I shall establish you as a great nation there." When he accepted the galus
willingly, with love, the yesurim of the galus granted him protection and blessings.

Reb Yitzchak Shlomo Ungar, rav of Chug Chasam Sofer, Bnei Brak, would often repeat a story of two
people who were friends since their youth, and they made a pact that whoever is niftar first would come
to his friend in a dream to tell him what happened in his court case in heaven, and they shook hands on
this agreement.

Years passed, and one of them was niftar. He came to his friend in a dream and said, "I don't have
permission to tell you about my judgment, but one thing I can tell you. Do you remember the time we
were walking in the city, carrying flour that we had ground for matzah? The sky suddenly became overcast.
We were afraid that it might rain, and the flour would become chametz, and all our hard work would be
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The Magld Meisharim (beginning of Vayeshev)
writes that the Magid said to the Beis Yosef
zy'a that his third wife will bear a child, a
boy. It explains there that naturally, the Beis
Yosef's third wife couldn’t bear children
(because in a previous lifetime, this woman was a man, a
talmid chacham). But since she endured yesurim,
her mazal changed, and she was able to bear
a child. The Beis Yosef was away from home
for some time to study Torah, and when he
returned home, he was ill, and his wife had
to take care of him. Both factors were yesurim
for this woman, and therefore, she was able
to bear a child.

The Magid explained to the Beis Yosef,
"When a person accepts the yesurim with a
willing face (mo o), it is as if he performed
a mitzvah. The reason is that the yesurim
weakens the strength of the tumah, and
purifies the soul from its tumah, and thereby,
the person remains pure and clean. This is
the reason she will bear a son."

How does one accept yesurim with love?
The Chofetz Chaim zt'l (Shemiras HaLashon, Shaar
HaTevunah ch.8) answers, "A person attains this
level from the kedushah of his soul, and his
pure emunah in Hashem, believing that
Hashem watches over him with hashgachah
pratis, as it states (lyov 34:21) ¥P% *377 5y vy 03,
'For His eyes are upon man's ways,' and He
does everything for his good."

Menoras HaMaor writes, "Yesurim
cleanses a person from his sins, and if he
will accept them with joy and he will say
that Hashem is correct in His judgment,
Heaven will have compassion on him and
free him, and his entire generation, from

their tzaros. As Chazal (Taanis 8a) state,
'Whoever is happy with his yesurim, he
brings salvation to the world."

At the beginning of the parashah,
Yehudah speaks to Yosef, and the purpose
of the conversation was to convince Yosef to
allow their brother, Binyamin, to go free.
However, when we read the pesukim, we
don't see that Yehudah added anything that
Yosef didn't already know! He said (44:19)37%
N IR AN D% whT MND YTy NN ONY, etc. things
that Yosef knew. How would these words
convince Yosef to free Binyamin?

Sfas Emes answers that Yehudah wasn't
trying to tell Yosef something he didn't
know. Rather, he was reviewing to himself
the events that unfolded, to remind himself
that it was all planned and arranged by
Hashem. He did this to accept Hashem's
decree with joy. If this was Hashem's will, it
was good, and the best that it could be.
When he accepted Hashem's decree, all the
dinim went away, and the salvation began.
He writes, "This is a counsel for every time
there is hester panim; to accept Hashem's
decree, and to know with clarity that within
the concealment is Hashem's will." When
one has this awareness, the troubles end.

Sfas Emes (Berzhan, Noach) writes, "We have
a kabbalah that Eliyahu HaNavi is in the
marketplace (see Taanis 22a)... When people are
busy earning their parnassah, it is hard for
them to have yishuv hadaas and to think
correctly, and to believe that everything is
always with Hashem's hashgachah, Who
gives existence and leads nature according

for nothing. It took just a minute and a half, and the clouds moved on. The sun shone again, and we were
relieved. Now, you shall know that the minute-and-a-half of fear was placed on the scale, because every

moment of yesurim is very precious in heaven."

6. Reb Yosef Tzvi Dushinsky zt'l quoted from the tzaddik, Rebbe Moshele Baal Teshuvah zt'l, that when
one believes in Hashem, he never loses hope. Even when going through difficult times, he knows that it
is from Hashem, and good will come from it. But when one doesn't believe in Hashem, he loses hope. This

one forgets about the 1y, the one Hashem, he thinks 77 57 7%, that he is going through a tragedy, and he

is without hope.
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to His will. Therefore, Eliyahu goes to the
marketplace, to arouse people to know this."

Hashem's Hashgachah Pratis

It states @45:27) DN QDY MY R MY IN NN
DPAN APy mo mm R, "He saw the mby,
wagons, that Yosef had sent to carry him,
and the spirit of their father Yaakov was
revived." Rashi notes that it should really
state m%y7, the wagons that Pharaoh sent,
because Pharaoh sent the wagons, and not
Yosef (see 45:19).

Rather, the pasuk states A9y now Wy Moy,
that Yosef sent the Mm%y, which alludes to the
mevY oY (the calf that is killed in the field, to atone for a
murder that occurred, when the identity of the murderer isn't
known). This was the final sugyah that Yosef
had studied with his father before they
departed. He sent this information with his
brothers as a sign that he was indeed Yosef.
So, M2y doesn’t mean wagons, rather the
calf, the last subject Yosef and Yaakov
studied together.

The Beis Yisrael noted that it states about
the 191 19y (Devarim 21:1) 99 :.. TN D70 R °3
1197 ¥y 8D 773, "If a slain person be found
in the land which Hashem, your G-d is
giving you to possess, lying in the field, the
identity of the slayer not being known..."
Yosef was hinting to his father that he
couldn't know who sold him, and who hurt
him. 127 » y™ 85, it is not known who
harmed him. Therefore, Yaakov shouldn't be
angry with any of his children. Although it
appears that the brothers sold him, it will
never be known, because everything is from
Hashem.

It states (45:4) DTN DT "IN ...PIN DX ADY N
msn N o WY, "Yosef said to his
brothers, 'Please come closer to me, and they
drew closer. And he said, 'I am your brother
Yosef, whom you sold into Egypt."

Rashi writes, 51 8w 0775 897, he showed
his brothers that he had a bris milah.

The Rishonim ask how a bris milah was
proof that he was Yosef, their brother. Some

goyim had milah, as we find reference to
Sy M L5 0%y, Arabs or Givonim who
have milah.

The Yismach Yisrael (xmy) answers that
the Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 53:14) states, ™ 91N
DITYY NN PR AP Y DD NP 5o P,
"Everyone is like the blind, before Hashem
enlightens their eyes. As it states (Bereishis 21:19)
Pry Py opb8 e, "Hashem opened her eyes."

The Yismach Yisrael explains that
sometimes a person looks for something he
lost, and then he finds it right next to him!
The same is with every yeshuah that a person
needs. He looks all over for the salvation,
which might be right before him, but Hashem
closed his eyes, and he didn’t see it initially.
(I heard of an older bachur from Bnei Brak who tried very
hard to get married. He even once traveled to Montreal to
find his shidduch. He ended up becoming engaged to a girl
who lived in the same building where his parents lived.)
There is an amount of time set for one to
suffer yesurim. Until that time period passes,
he can't know about the salvation that is
prepared for him. Sometimes, the salvation
he needs is right before his eyes. When the
term of his suffering ends, Hashem will
open his eyes, and he will immediately find
the salvation that he seeks.

Yosef said to his brothers, "From the day
you sold me, you regretted what you did,
and you were prepared to pay all the money
in the world to free me and to bring me back
to our father. You also made hishtadlus to
find me. When you came to Mitzrayim, each
of you entered from another gate, because
you were hoping to find me. But then you
were in Mitzrayim, standing before me. Yet,
the idea never crossed your mind that
perhaps the person who stands before you
is none other than Yosef, your brother!
Everyone in Mitzrayim knows that I was
once a slave, who became the second to the
king, but you didn't suspect that I am Yosef.
When the moment came, Hashem opened
your eyes, and you knew that I am Yosef,
your brother." Yosef told them (45:12) Dyy 73
N9, now your eyes see, but before you
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didn't see because Hashem concealed my
identity from you.

This was the reason why when Yosef
showed them his bris milah, there was no
question anymore. They didn't wonder that
perhaps he was an " w33 .57 379, When
the time arrived, there were no more doubts.
They discovered that what they were looking
for was right in front of them!

The Rebbe of Tchechinov zt'l (Divrei Simchah)
says a similar vort. When the brothers stood
before Yosef, they felt that they were in a
very dangerous situation. They were afraid
for their lives, for their future. But only three
words were between them and their
salvation. Those three words were @454) "N
omy AP, "I am your brother, Yosef."

This is a lesson we can take when
experiencing tzaros. We think that there is
no solution, or that salvation is far away, but
sometimes it is right there. With just three
words, or fewer, everything can turn around.

Sifsei Gavriel (from Reb Gavriel Gestetner zt'l, rav
of Sambathali, p.180) explains the words we say in
the tefillah myw» sy, that Hashem sprouts
forth salvation. When one plants a seed, it
decomposes, and then it begins to grow. The
same is with a yeshuah. When it seems there
is no more hope, that is when Hakadosh
Baruch Hu brings forth the salvation.

Yosef told his brothers @457) Dby mown
YT MYRR? 0% FIOEYY YIND IONY D2 DR 02s?,
"Hashem sent me before you to make for
you a remnant in the land, and to preserve
it for you for a great salvation."

The Maor v'Shamesh asks why the words
YIN3 sy 0% oy, "To make you a remnant
in the land," are necessary?

It is because it states (Michah 7:18) J13 5% M
WM YR ywd Sy 9w hy 8w, "Who is like
Hashem, Who forgives iniquity and passes
over the transgression of the remnant of His
heritage?"

Chazal (Rosh Hashanah 17b) say that the pasuk
is saying that Hashem forgives aveiros of

those who are w7m mwe, who feel like
remnants, which means they are humble.

Yosef explained to his brothers »a7un
02307 0P8, Hashem wanted me to be king,
and that you should humble yourselves
before me, yIx3a MmNy 037 Dy, so you will
attain the trait of 8%, humility to atone for
your aveiros. And then in the next world
and in this world, 777 mo%ob 0% nvon, it
will be good for you, for a great salvation.

Ben Adam I'Chaveiro

On the pasuk @5:15) D% 20 vax 5% pwm,
"[Yosef] kissed all his brothers and wept
over them"... The Shlah Hakadosh writes,
"See how much a person should forgive
others. They sinned against Yosef, and yet,
Yosef cried and kissed them." They should
be asking forgiveness from Yosef, but Yosef
turned the situation around, and he appeased
them.

The Midrash (Tanchuma 5) states, "Yosef
placed himself in great danger. If they were
to kill him, no one would save him. Why
did Yosef say @5:1) '7un vox 5wy, "Take
everyone away from me"?

Yosef thought to himself, "Better I be
killed than to embarrass my brothers before
the Egyptians." The Midrash elaborates on
the great danger Yosef was in at this time.
Even once they knew that he was Yosef,
they wanted to kill him, until a malach came
and dispersed the brothers to the four
corners of the room. But Yosef was prepared
for this. He preferred to die rather than to
cause embarrassment to his brothers.

The Midrash (psikta) writes that Yosef was
cautious never to be alone with his father, so
his father wouldn’t ask him where he was
all these years, and he would end up telling
him that his brothers sold him. (See also the
Ramban, 45:27, that 1> 7315 1137 X 2w 19oma Aov, Yosef, with his
good middos and ways, didn't want to tell his father.) Shem
MiShmuel (5679) writes, "This is a great lesson
for every person, to be cautious not to speak
badly of others. It would certainly be a great
thing if Yaakov and Yosef could be together.
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Certainly, great secrets of the Torah and
tikunim, rectification of the worlds, would
come from it. Nevertheless, Yosef didn't
consider this great loss. It wasn't worth it for
him, if that would mean he had to speak
badly about his brothers."

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 11a) states that once,
when Rabbeinu HaKadosh was giving a
shiur, he smelled the scent of garlic and he
said, "Whoever ate garlic should leave." Reb
Chiya left, and then everyone left. The next
morning, Reb Shimon, the son of Rebbe, said
to Reb Chiya, "You caused my father
distress." Rashi explains that he said this
because he thought Reb Chiya had eaten the
garlic. Reb Chiya replied, nxi 8mn 8> ,05wn on
587273, Rashi explains that he said that he
didn't eat garlic; instead, he knew that the
person who ate garlic would be embarrassed.
So, Reb Chiya left, knowing that everyone
would do the same, and this saved someone
from shame.

The Maharsha explains the Gemara
differently. He says that Reb Shimon, the
son of Rebbe, understood that Reb Chiya
didn't eat the garlic, but he felt that he should
have stayed in the beis medresh and not left.
Reb Shimon understood the reason Reb
Chiya left the beis medresh, to save this
person from shame. But he felt that it was
still wrong. It caused so much bitul Torah!
Wouldn't it be better that the culprit leave,

even be ashamed, but for Torah study to
continue?

Reb Chiya replied, "Chas v'shalom. This
can't happen in Yisrael. Bitul Torah was
worthwhile, if through it, a Yid was protected
from shame."

The Chasam Sofer explains that 77 means
parnassah (see Tehillim 111:5, 1 aw). It is known
that one machlokes pushes away one
hundred parnusahs (Shlah on Yoma, Derech Chaim,
there will be machlokes, and there won't be
unity, 77 59 I8 N), the parnassah will be
ripped up and lost.

Special caution must be taken not to fight
over which path in avodas Hashem is better.
Rebbe Yechezkel of Kozmir zt'l said that this
is hinted in Yosef's words @45:24) 7772 %399 5%,
they shouldn’t argue about 7773, the correct
derech, path, in avodas Hashem. (written in

Divrei Yisrael)

Beis Yaakov (Alexander, a student of Rebbe Bunim
of Peshischa zt'l, p.203) writes, "I heard from my
Rebbe that if a person has om S s,
hardships raising his children, r'l, the segulah
is to be cautious from machlokes. He should
run after peace, and be with the people who
are humiliated and don’t answer back. This
will be his cure."”

7. The Yevanim breached the walls of the Beis HaMikdash in thirteen places. The Meor Einayim says that
this means they tried to destroy the thirteen middos of compassion (owm b mm:7); the pride of the Jewish
nation. No nation compares to the compassion and kindness of the Jewish nation. Our kindness is an
expression of our holiness and uniqueness.

A renowned mechanach in Eretz Yisrael related that as a child, he and his father davened in the same beis
medresh as the gaon, Reb Avraham Genichovsky zt'l (Rosh Yeshivas Tchebin). Sometimes his father would ask
Reb Avraham to test his son.

The young lad noticed that Reb Avraham Genechovsky always asked him a question that had a machlokes.
That way, no matter what he answered, "o or 27, permitted or forbidden, tamei or tahor, he would be
correct, at least according to one view.

Reb Avraham would say, "You answered correctly. That's Reb Meir's opinion. And what does Reb Yehudah
say?"

And the child knew to say that Reb Yehudah held the opposite.
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In this ingenious manner, he was careful to preserve young students' honor and give them encouragement
to learn more and excel in their studies.

The mechanach says that when he tests students, he follows this style that he saw by Reb Avraham
Genichovsky. He asks a question on where there is a machlokes. That way, he never has to tell a student
that he was wrong. Whatever the child says, he will be correct (at least fifty percent).

Reb Meir Shapiro zt'l was in America together with an assistant, collecting money during the month of
Tishrei, 1916/1"07n. Unfortunately, his assistant became ill and couldn't go to shul on Simchas Torah.

When Reb Meir Shapiro completed the hakafos and returned to his apartment, he felt sorry for his helper,
who was lying in bed. He knew he was certainly disappointed that he couldn't participate in the hakafos.

Reb Meir Shapiro decided that he would conduct hakafos for his friend. He pretended to be the chazan in
a shul and recited the nx37 0. When he completed the pesukim in the Simchas Torah nigun, he sang and
danced hakafos in the room, so his shamesh could feel the joy of Simchas Torah, even in his state.

People said that Reb Meir Shapiro didn't need to hold a sefer Torah during these "hakafos" because (a) Reb
Meir Shapiro, himself, was a "live sefer Torah." (b) The chesed he performed there is the essence of Torah.

When one does chesed, Hashem does chesed with him.

Reb Mendel from Beit Shemesh works for a caterer. One morning, in a shteibel in Beit Shemesh, Reb Mendel
noticed an elderly Yid collecting money. Reb Mendel approached him, "I see you are limping. Are you
feeling okay?"

The elderly person responded that he has an infection on his foot (a »), making it difficult for him to walk.
"You should be in bed, not standing on your feet, going around collecting money!" Reb Mendel told him.
"I know, but lying in bed won't pay off my debts. My creditors won’t wait until I heal..."

Reb Mendel told him, "I will collect money for you. You can go to bed."

Reb Mendel called his boss and told him that he would be taking the day off.

His boss replied, "I have a large order for arbes (cooked chickpeas). All I ask is that you prepare the arbes, and
then you can go do your mitzvah."

Reb Mendel filled a sixty-liter pressure cooker with arbes, closed the lid firmly, and placed it on the flame.

Reb Mendel calculated that he had a few minutes until the arbes is ready. So, he returned to the shtibel
and collected some money.

When he returned to the kitchen, he saw that the pot had exploded. The pot was old and worn and didn't
close properly, and it couldn't contain the pressure.

Arbes were everywhere. The cover hit the ceiling and broke a light fixture. The pot was far away from the
stove. Apparently, it flew off under the pressure.

If Reb Mendel were there, he wouldn't have noticed the problem before it was too late. But because he
was occupied with chesed, he was spared from severe injury or even death.

Reb Yaakov, a wealthy Yid in Eretz Yisrael, collects antique and rare clocks and watches. Approximately
five years ago, Reb Yaakov ordered a clock at a cost of $50,000. Upon placing the order, he set aside $50,000
and put the money in his safe. The money would be sent to the antique dealer when the clock shipped.

Three months later, Reb Yaakov was in China when the antique dealer called, "The clock has just arrived
in Israel, and is ready to be delivered."

Reb Yaakov replied, "I'm in China now. I'll be returning to Eretz Yisrael in a few days, and then I will
receive the clock."

Only a few moments after he put down the phone with the antique dealer, he received another phone call.
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Living for a Purpose

It states @45:27) DN QDY MW R MYD IN NN
DTAN Py M oM R, "[Yaakov] saw the
wagons that Yosef had sent to carry him,
and the spirit of their father Yaakov was
revived."

The sefer N5 mwn (Matersdorfy quotes his
grandfather, the Chasam Sofer zy'a: It states
(Tehillim 12:9) 19770 Dye™ 30, "Wicked men
walk on all sides", and the Chasam Sofer
explains that the thought processes of
resha'im go in a circle, not leading anywhere.
Their goal is to enjoy Olam HaZeh, so they
eat to work, and work to eat, and it keeps

going around in circles. In contrast, an
ehrlicher Yid eats so he can study Torah. He
works so he can do chesed and tzedakah
and raise his children to Torah. So, his goal
is always for a lofty purpose. Yosef hinted to
this when he sent the Mm%y, which alludes to
the momy %y, and 15Wy means circle. He
showed his father that the resha'im live a life
of circles, oy, a dead life, without a
purpose. He was hinting to his father that he
isn't that way; instead, he lives for a purpose.
This lifted Yaakov's spirits because he
understood that even after living many years
in Mitzrayim, his son, Yosef, knew the truth
of life.?

This time, it was a close friend from Eretz Yisrael. The friend said, "There was a fire in Bnei Brak in the
home of a very special yungerman, - a true talmid chacham. Baruch Hashem, he and his family are safe, but
the house needs renovating. The furniture, the clothing, and all other household items were burned, and
they don't have insurance. They need $100,000 for repairs. What can you do to help them out?"

Reb Yaakov replied, "Call me tomorrow, and I will see what I can do."

Reb Yaakov was in a dilemma. He had $50,000 cash in the safe. Such an amount will certainly help the
family out. But he so much wanted that clock. What should he do?

In the end, he gave the money to the yungerman. The other $50,000 that was needed was supplied by his
brother, Reb Yehudah. (Reb Yaakov asked the dealer whether he would incur a loss if he backed out of the deal. He replied
that he has a long list of people who were interested in this clock. If he doesn’t take it, he can easily sell it to someone else.)

Hashem repaid Reb Yaakov for his good deed when, a couple of years later, there was a large fire in the
forests of Eretz Yisrael, and all residents of the town of Beis Meir were evacuated. Reb Yaakov owns a
home in Beis Meir. His son lives in that home, and his family was forced to evacuate due to the fire.

This was on Thursday. They spent Shabbos in Yerushalayim. After Shabbos, the son returned to Beis Meir
to see what was left of the house. He expected to see total disaster.

He first noticed his neighbor's property. The fire entirely consumed it. Then he looked at his father's
property. The fire didn't touch it. Even the recently planted trees survived the blaze.

Three years earlier, Reb Yaakov gave money and saved a family who lost their home in a fire. And now,
his property was spared from fire. He was rewarded for his good deed.

Indeed, his primary reward will be in the future, in Olam HaBa. But he also benefited in this world because
chesed is rewarded in this world, too.

8. The Gemara (Beitzah 15a) states, N1m3 817 82587 Nwow 893337, "The foolish Babylonians, they eat bread with
bread." The Dubno Magid zt'l explains that they eat so they can work. And they work, so at the end of the
week, they will get a paycheck, so they can eat. So, they work to eat, and they eat to work. Whereas, a Yid
eats to have strength to serve Hashem. His intention is always for an eternal, spiritual purpose.

The Skulener Rebbe zt'l (Noam Eliezer, Toldos) quotes the Dubno Magid, and he adds that this is the meaning
of the pasuk (Bereishis 25:30) DVTX M5% NJP 12 %Y 3% 7Y 3 737 0T8T 0T8T 1 83 0yo0 3w S8 wy Ny, "Eisav said to
Yaakov, 'Pour into me some of this red, red pottage, for I am faint', he was therefore named Edom."

For this one statement, his nation is forever called o8. Why is that? But the answer is that this describes



14 Torah Wellsprings - Vayigash

Pharaoh asked Yaakov how old he was,
and he replied @7:9) mw NR® DWW M W D
»roR o v oy vy, "The days of the years of
my sojourning are one hundred thirty years.
The days of the years of my life have been
few and miserable."

The Malbim explains that Yaakov told
Pharaoh that the years of one's life can be
divided into two categories. One category is
the number of years that one lives. About
those years, Yaakov said that he lived 130
years. He called those years ™ uw, the years
he lived on earth, but they weren't »r»w, the
years of his life, for the years of his life are
the years in which he served Hashem. About
»r o, the true years of one's life, Yaakov
humbly said that they were vy, few years,
DY, (Take note of Yaakov Avinu's humility. The Torah
testifies that Yaakov was (Bereishis 25:27) o578 3¢» o vy, always
sitting in the beis medresh, studying Torah. For fourteen
years, he studied in the yeshiva of Shem v'Ever. Throughout
those years, he didn't sleep at night, not once. He was always
studying Torah. Nevertheless, he said »r»w > vy oy, "The

days of the years of my life have been few and miserable.")

The Malbim elaborates, "The years of
one's life should only be the years that he
served Hashem. Those are the years of his
life. But the years that he lived like an animal
aren't counted among the years of his life.

His body lived, but his mind and soul, which
are unique to human life, were dead. These
years are called *n»w, but they aren't called
o oNw.

"Pharaoh considered all of a person's life
to be years, and Yaakov replied that Pharaoh
didn’t present the question accurately. If
you ask me about my age, I am 130. But if
you want to know how many years I have
been alive, they were few and bad years.’

Caution from Anger

Chazal tell us that when a person is
destined for greatness, he loses it with anger.
The Yaavatz says that this is what Yehudah
meant when he said to Yosef (44:18) 798 9 o)
e Tm2 2 773v3, "Let now your servant
speak something into my master's ears, and
let not your wrath be kindled against your
servant, for you are like Pharaoh." Rashi
writes o032 °0va N 2awn, "You are honored to
me, like a king." The Yaavatz explained that
since Yosef was like a king, he should be
cautious not to lose this status by becoming
angry. Because when one becomes angry, he
loses the greatness that was given to him.

This can be the meaning of Chazal (Kidushin
41a) NOURY NON 2 0%y 85 w9, "When one

the essence of Eisav. He eats to work, and he works to eat. It is a cycle around iy o7 o7y, and thus, this
is a fitting name for that nation.

9. The father of Reb Meir Premishlaner zt'l saw a vision in a dream. He saw heaven calling young people
"old" and old people "young," and he asked them why they do so. Heaven explained, "Here we view
people according to how long they serve Hashem. We don't look at the age they lived. We measure them
according to the amount of time they served Hashem."

A similar story is told about a person who came to a cemetery, and he read on one grave, "Here lies a
person who was niftar at the age of two." Another grave says, "Here lies the rav who was niftar at seven
years." There wasn't anyone in the graveyard who had lived more than ten years. He asked, "What
happened in this city? Was there an epidemic, and everyone died young?"

Most people didn't know the answer, but after asking around enough, he found an old person who supplied
the explanation. "In this city, they didn't write the number of years one lived. They wrote on the tombstone
the number of years one served Hashem because only those are considered years of life. Some lived until
eighty years or more, but on the tombstone, they wrote that he lived a few years because that was how
long they served Hashem."

The hint is from the pasuk o> oonw ypn . Sometimes, from o»mw years of life, all that was used was o,
a few days” worth of time in Hashem's service.
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becomes angry, all he has in his hand is
anger." The simple meaning is that anger
doesn't accomplish anything, other than the
anger itself. There is no other gain. But we
can also translate this Chazal that when one
becomes angry, he has nothing at all
Whatever quality or greatness he had, he
lost it all due to his anger. Now, all he has
left with him is his anger.

A similar lesson is written in Agra d'Kalah
(from the Bnei Yissaschar zt'l). Yehudah was telling
Yosef the following: You were chosen to be
the viceroy of Mitzrayim because of your
wisdom and your prophecy. As Pharaoh
said (Bereishis 41:38-39) T2 N33 Y72y 5N 1D NN
YT IS 0P 58 I MWNT 12 PN M R N
T3 DM N PR NG 59 AN 3N 75N, "Pharaoh
said to his servants, 'Will we find anyone
like this, a man in whom there is the spirit
of Hashem?" Then Pharaoh said to Yosef,
"Since Hashem has let you know all this,
there is no one as understanding and wise
as you."

So, Yosef was chosen to lead Mitzrayim
because of his spirit of nevuah and for his
wisdom. However, Chazal (Pesachim 66b) say,
N7 D27 DNY, 000 ﬂP5ﬂDD YN NIT N33 DN, DT 5
won npdnen won, "Whoever becomes angry,
if he is a navi, his nevuah leaves him. If he is
wise, his chachmah leaves him." So, Yehudah
told Yosef o8 9 5%), don't become angry.
You will lose all your qualities and benefits
for which you were chosen. You will have
descended to Pharaoh's level, as Yehudah
said, my992 T332 772¥3 798 7 ON), "let not your
wrath be kindled against your servant, for
then you will be like Pharaoh," at the same
level. And then Pharaoh will demote you
from your high-ranking position and
rulership.

[t states (44:18) N} 9372 578 3 TN I VON WA
TIYIED T2 02 TTIWD IBN W ON) TIN NN 3T T,

"Yehudah approached and he said, 'Please,
my master. Let now your servant speak
something into my master's ears, and let not
your wrath be kindled against your servant,
for you are like Pharaoh."

Meir Nesivim (Miketz) asks why there are
extra letters and words in this pasuk. He
discusses the words X3 %) and 3, and the
in “my993. The Meir Nesivim answers, "I
received from my teacher, the Baal Shem
Tov, a wonderful segulah to annul anger.
One should say the pasuk (Tehillim 119:9) ;153
77272 wh I oy Iy 2P, "'In what manner
should a youth purify his way? To observe
according to Your word." Thinking this
pasuk is a segulah to annul anger.

This means contemplating the holy name
that comes forth from the roshei teivos of
these words. This will save a person from
anger. So, although Yehudah wanted to
argue with Yosef, he didn't want to become
angry. Chazal speak at length about how
destructive anger is (see Zohar Bereishis, 27b).
Therefore, Yehudah added the words and
letters 1y709 °3 N3 58, because the letters of
these words spell the roshei teivos of the
pasuk 77272 Towh N NN Y TR 3. (This is
printed in Baal Shem Tov al HaTorah, Vayigash, note 6)

The Sfas Emes (Chanukah 5650) writes that
since we light Chanukah lecht on rosh
chodesh Teves, it is certain that the light of
Chanukah shines throughout the entire
month of Teves, because the first day of the
month has in it the entire month. "It is
possible that we light 36 lecht on Chanukah,
because there are 36 days from the beginning
of Chanukah until the end of Teves [the
days the light of Chanukah shines]. I heard
from my grandfather [the Chidushei HaRim]
that nav is from the phrase mmi navn." [This
means that the light of Chanukah shines
throughout nav.]

10. He asks (1) that the word 3 is unnecessary in this pasuk. (2) Why did he say o5 7 %), "Let not your
wrath be kindled"? On the contrary, let him become angry! And why does it state &3, please, since we know
that Yehudah spoke harsh words to Yosef. He adds that the > in my99> > is also extra.



